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Protection

Is joint life cover best for couples? 
If you want to help make sure your loved ones will 
have financial security if you pass away, life insurance 
cover is the answer. But, if you’re part of a couple and 
you both need cover, should you take out single 
policies, or a joint policy that covers both of you?

With a single life policy, the insurer would pay out on the death of the 
policyholder and the policy would then lapse. With joint life insurance, 
however, the cover will apply to both policyholders and would pay-out  
either on the first or second death, depending on how the policy is set up.

Before you decide whether to take out single or joint life insurance policies, 
you'll need to decide what type of cover you need, and this will depend on 
your circumstances:

•  Term Assurance: pays out a lump sum if you die within the agreed ‘term’ (ie. 
the amount of time you’ve chosen to be covered for). Term Assurance is 
typically taken out to protect a mortgage and, as such, can come with a level, 
or decreasing, sum assured - the latter reducing as you pay off your mortgage.

•  Whole of Life Insurance: pays out a lump sum when you die,  
whenever that is - as long as you’re still paying the premiums. 

•  Family Income Benefit Insurance: pays out a regular income, instead of a 
lump sum, to provide ongoing financial support for those who depend on you.

You could also add critical illness cover to your life insurance policy, which means 
you’ll get a pay-out if you’re diagnosed with a serious illness and your claim is 
accepted. The type of conditions covered can include cancer, heart attack and 
stroke and will depend on the insurance provider. 

Weighing up the benefits
Once you’ve agreed on the right type of cover, there are a number of other 
factors to consider to determine whether single, or joint life cover is best for 
you and your other half, including:

•  Cost: a joint life policy may be less expensive than two single life policies.
Level of cover - if your partner earns more than you you might want them 
to have a higher level of cover, since the financial impact of their death 
would be greater than yours. In this respect two policies may be better as 
they will have different sums assured.

•  Existing cover: either, or both of you may have existing life cover through 
your employer, or an existing plan. It's important to check what's already 
in place so that you have a true picture of your protection shortfall. You 
don’t want to pay for something that’s already covered.

•  Your relationship: It's not necessarily something you want to think about but 
some insurers include a separation benefit. This means if your relationship 
breaks down during the policy term, you could cancel it and start two 
individual policies without having to provide additional medical information.

If you're not sure whether single or joint life  
cover is best for you, or you'd like to review  
your existing cover, please get in touch.
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Mortgage

Being a first-time buyer can be daunting. Not only are you about  
to make one of the biggest financial decisions in your life, but you’ll 
probably also have family members and friends offering their ideas 
on the right house, mortgage, lender conveyancer and even removal 
company for you. 

We’ve put together some ideas to try and take away some of the stress 
and confusion and give you confidence to move through the home 
buying process as smoothly as possible.

Considerations for  
first-time buyers

Get the right advice
Of course we’re going to say that -  it’s what we do! We’ll review your 
circumstances and look at your income, debt, day-to-day outgoings, 
employment and the size of your deposit, to assess what you can 
afford to borrow now and in the future. We’ll talk you through the 
types of mortgage we think are right for you and the lenders who 
offer them. 

Save as much as possible
Buying a house is going to be expensive so it’s important to  
save, save, save and save some more to get yourself in the  
best position possible.

Many lenders will accept a minimum deposit of 5% of  
the cost of the house you’re buying, but aim higher. The  
bigger your deposit the smaller the mortgage (and monthly  
mortgage payments) making you more attractive to a lender.

Talk to us and we can help with practical financial 
advice on your first and future home purchases.

Know your budget
Your hard-saved deposit and monthly 
mortgage repayments aren’t the only 
expenses you need to be mindful of  
when buying your first home:

 Some lenders will charge for a valuation fee 
to help them establish how much they are 
prepared to lend you. 

You’ll also need to factor in the cost of a 
survey (depending on the type of property 
you’re buying and the lender you choose to 
go with you might need a basic mortgage 
valuation, a homebuyer’s report or a full 
structural survey).

In Scotland you also need to budget for  
Land and Buildings Transaction Tax and  
in Wales you’ll need to budget for Land 
Transaction Tax. If you live in England  
or Northern Ireland, you won’t pay any  
Stamp Duty Land Tax on properties  
worth up to £300,000.

You’ll also need to pay your solicitor or 
conveyancer for any legal work and local 
searches they do on your behalf.

Your home may be 
repossessed if you do not 

keep up repayments on your 
mortgage
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The government launched its Help to Buy equity loan in April 2013 
and since then 210,964 properties have been bought under the 
scheme.

First-time buyers and people moving to a new-build home worth up to £600,000 have 
benefited from the scheme, which provides an equity loan of up to 20% of the cost of the 
property interest free for the first five years. But what happens when you come to the end  
of the interest-free period?

Continue paying
If you haven’t paid your equity loan off by the end of the five-years, you’ll be charged 1.75% 
interest on the outstanding loan amount and this will increase by the Retail Prices Index (RPI) 
plus 1% each year.
 
Sell the property
If you choose to sell your home, you’ll need to repay the equity loan in full. If the value of 
your property has stayed the same and your loan was 20% then your repayment will be 20% 
of the value of your home.  
 
If the value of your home has increased or decreased the amount you pay will change by the 
same percentage. So, if your home is now worth 5% more than when you originally bought it 
you’ll owe an extra 5% of original loan value.

Coming to the end of your  
interest-free equity loan period

Mortgage

If your original equity loan value was £20,000 – below is 
indicative values of the amount owing when you come to sell

There are a number of options 
when it comes to the end of your 
five-year equity loan period. 
Contact us and we can discuss 
the right option for you.

Your home may be 
repossessed if you do not 

keep up repayments on 
your mortgage

Remortgage and keep the loan
If you want to remortgage and keep your 
equity loan, the new mortgage must not 
exceed the current mortgage and cannot  
be longer than the entire term of the existing 
mortgage. For example, if you remortgage five 
years after taking a 25 year Help to Buy equity 
loan, your current mortgage must not be 
longer than 20 years. You will of course have  
to start paying interest on your equity loan. 

Remortgage and pay the loan
If you choose to increase your borrowing  
to remortgage to pay the equity loan off in  
full you’ll need to be aware of any changes  
in the size of your equity loan just as if you  
were selling.

House value  
the same

£20,000

House value  
decreased 5%

£19,000

House value  
increased 10%

£22,000
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